
 

CHRISTMAS   TREE 

 

 

 #31  Christmas Tree Pattern  
12.5” Block Instructions 

Make a pot holder or cushion  



This fun contemporary patchwork pattern features a Christmas tree!  This free pattern will provide 
dimensions to make a 12½ inch block.  Perfect size for a Pot Holder to protect your table from heat 
marks.  But you could easily add extra borders and turn it into a cushion.  Or why not make lots of 
blocks and turn it into a cosy Christmas quilt! 

CUTTING - ALL MEASUREMENTS IN INCHES 
Tree fabric  

 cut one (1) of each: 3½ x 2in; 4½ x 2in; 5½ x 2in; 6½ x 2in; 7½ x 2in  
 

Background fabric  
 For the main tree rows, cut two of each: 5 x 2in; 4½ x 2in; 4 x 2in; 3½ x 2in; 3 x 2in 
 For the tree stump row, cut two: 4½ x 2in 
 

Tree Stump fabric  
 cut one (1): 1½ x 2in 
 

Border fabric 
  cut two (2) of each: 2 x 9½in; 12½ x 2in 
 

Binding fabric  
 cut 60 x 1⅞in - this can be pieced or you can buy ready-made binding.  Press in half WST 

along the length, open and press the raw edges into the centre.  Fold back in half so the raw 
edges are hidden inside and press again. 

 
Backing fabric: 14½ x 14½in  
Wadding: 13½ x 13½in 
Insulbright - Insulated wadding: 13½ x 13½in 

FOR THE POT HOLDER, YOU WILL NEED 

 Four Fat quarters of fabric 
 Wadding 13½ x 13½ inches  
 Insulbright 13½ x 13½ inches 
 Thread, Pins & Scissors 
 Sewing Machine 
 
 

FINISHED SIZE - 12½in square approx  

NOTES 
 Read ALL instructions before beginning 
 Press all fabrics well before cutting 
 Press seams open (unless stated otherwise) 
 All seam allowances are ¼ inch  
RST = right sides together 
WOF = width of fabric 
WST = wrong sides together 
In =  Inch 

Christmas Tree Pot Holder Pattern © copyright The Crafty Nomad 2017  
It is illegal to photocopy or distribute   

If you want to share this with friends please direct them to: www.thecraftynomad.co.uk 
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PIECING THE BLOCK 
1. Stitch a 4½ x 2 in background fabric rectangle either side of the tree stump fabric (Fig. 1).  Press all 

seams open (Fig. 2). 
 
 
 
 
 
2. To make the tree, there are five rows, each formed of two background pieces and one tree piece.  

Each row is formed in the same way, as follows.  Starting with the bottom row, lay out the largest tree 
piece right sides up horizontally.  Take the two smallest background rectangles and lay them right 
sides down vertically at each end of the tree 
piece as in Fig 3.  Stitch 45° line as shown.  Trim 
excess (Fig. 4) and press seams open (Fig. 5).  
Repeat with remaining rows (Fig. 9).  With the 
smallest piece of tree fabric you will need to first 
sew one side (Fig. 6), trim (Fig. 7) and press open 
before sewing the other side (Fig. 8) . 

 

3. Stitch the tree rows together to form the central block (Fig. 10), trim to  9½ inch square.  Add the two 
side borders (Fig. 11).  Then the top and bottom borders (Fig. 12).  Trim to 12½ inch square.  
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4. Lay out the backing fabric wrong side facing 
up, place the Insulbright in the centre with the 
regular wadding on top.  Then place your 
pieced block in the centre right side up (Fig. 
13).  Pin together with curved safety pins.  Us-
ing a walking foot to stitch lines as desired 
(Fig. 14). 

 
 
5. Trim off the excess backing fabric and wadding.  Zigzag stitch around the 

four edges.  (Fig. 15)  This will make your life much easier when attaching 
the binding as with two layers of wadding it can be really bulky and the zig 
zag stitches will compress the bulk. 

 
 
 
 
6. Attach the binding starting at one corner, all the way around (Fig 16).  Stitch ⅜ inch from the edge and 

have your bobbin loaded with a colour that matches your fabric on the front (Fig. 17).  Before you reach 
the end, stop and fold over the binding at the start, so that it gets sewn in correctly (Fig. 18).  Now fold 
your binding over to the front and top stitch close to the edge of the binding, continuing all the way to 
the end of the tail.  Forming a hanging loop at the end and stitch in place (Fig. 19).  

7. If you want to make this into a cushion instead, then just cut some 
pieces for a second border.   Cut two (2) 12½ x 3½ inch strips and two 
(2) 18½ x 3½ inch strips.   

8. Add whatever type of back closure you prefer.  I opted for a quick   
envelope closure and also added piping to the edge for a little extra 
interest. 
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TERMS OF USE - ANGEL POLICY 
All text and images © 2019 by Jo Westfoot at The Crafty Nomad.  All Rights Reserved. No part of this pattern may be reproduced in any form 
without written consent from the author.  That means it is illegal to photocopy it to pass on to someone else.    You can sell items you make using 
this pattern.  But do not pass the design off as your own, please credit Jo Westfoot - The Crafty Nomad as the designer in the selling description 

or on the label.  If you want to go into mass production with any of my designs then please contact me first to 
discuss.   
 

I absolutely love to see creations that are made using my instructions & patterns so please tag me on social   
media and use the hash tag #thecraftynomadpatterns.  Or email me a picture to jo@thecraftynomad.co.uk. 

Jo Westfoot a.k.a. The Crafty Nomad writes sewing tutorials & quilting patterns in her sewing  studio  in  Hampshire, 
UK.    The  Crafty  Nomad  operates  a  quilt  pattern  subscription service (VIP Club), which  includes  access  to  an 
exclusive Facebook support group that contains extra tips and video tutorials.  
For more information go to: www.thecraftynomad.co.uk 

OTHER PATTERNS FROM: WWW.THECRAFTYNOMAD.CO.UK 
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